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Greetings in the name of the Lord, Jesus Christ!

Brokenness is all around us. Whether I have encountered it in the news, the stories of
those I am privileged to listen to, or the happenings of my own life there always seem to
be wounds—some exposed and in the open, some hidden by attempts to keep them secret.
Throw in the pressure that we so often feel from society, others, and ourselves to be “put
together” and for “everything to be fine” and we have a good recipe for self-doubt,
sadness, and exhaustion.

This can often bleed into how we live together as a faith community. We hold expectations
of ourselves and others to be perfect or strive to maintain standards that each person sets
for themselves, often forcing these standards on others. Judgment results, of ourselves and
others, and judgment turns into lack of trust—in ourselves, in one another, and sometimes
in God. We cling to what we have done before on account hindsight being 20/20 and our
glorification of how great things used to be—as if we were not broken before—because
that gives us a sense of security, though it be a false one. How can we expect ourselves to
be perfect while we are broken? How can we expect our community to be perfect, in the
various ways that we might define “perfect,” if we are not willing to be authentic with who
we are, how we are feeling, and what is going on in our lives and the world around us?
Yet, we are afraid of exposing our brokenness.

In writing about the ministry with which we are entrusted as the people of God and
followers of Christ, Apostle Paul writes:

“Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not
lose heart... For it is the God who said, ‘Light will shine out of darkness’ who has
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Christ. But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this
extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us. We are afflicted in
every way but not crushed, perplexed but not driven to despair, persecuted but not
forsaken, struck down but not destroyed, always carrying around in the body the death
of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies.”
~ Il Corinthians 4.1, 6-10

We are clay jars; we crack, break, even shatter easily. Yet the light of Christ shines in us
and through us, even through our cracks, into the world. On account of this, not only can
we face our own brokenness and the brokenness of the world, we can dare to be broken
together. Together, with all of our broken and shattered pieces held together by the grace
of God, we can be—no, we are—a community that reflects God’s love into the world, not
by our own power, but by the power of God that is at work within us. As a broken
community, with our wounds exposed, we can and will experience the healing that comes
only from God—the God of grace and love, the God of the cross, the God who creates life
out of death. It is in our being community together, broken and beloved, that we become a
balm for the healing of our broader community, our nation, our world.

In the certain hope of healing and wholeness,

Pastor Dan




Confirmation & GLOW

God’s Love on Wednesdays (GLOW) continues into
2024!! October & November were full of scary (& not so
scary) costumes, a party, valuable lessons learned and even a
surprise for Pastor Dan as we sang him his very own song!!
We go into the Holidays continuing our lessons on the stories
of the Bible complete with our Children's Christmas Concert
on December 20th at 7:00 p.m. with a practice the week prior on the 13th! We
hope you all can come and join us in our performance and celebrations.

... As always a free dinner is offered at 5:15 p.m., class at 6:00 p.m. and
worship at 7:00-7:30 p.m. Parents are encouraged to stay with their children
for any or all of the evening. For more information, contact the office at
563/547-2108. You can sign up to join us at ANY TIME during the year!!

NEW SAFETY MEASURES - ADDITIONAL HELP NEEDED!!
We are ALWAYS looking for adults to help with Kitchen help, Teaching in
the classrooms or simply Support throughout the evening. BUT, We also need
a special sort of help this year...we are looking for ADULT assistance to sit in
on classrooms to simply be “present” for the teachers. You can bring a book
to read, knit, crochet or simply “catch up on emails™... but we need an adult
of the “opposite sex” in each of our GLOW and Confirmation classrooms as a
Safety Measure we are implementing ... so we NEED YOU!!! Between 6-7
p.m. on any Wednesday would be appreciated! With enough volunteers, a
rotating schedule will be created! ANY AGE adult would be perfect!!

Remember to bring in your NOISY
(LOUD) OFFERINGS!!

Any change you find laying around makes a ton of
fun dropping it into our metal cans during
Wednesday night offering!! The children have set
a goal of $1000 to cover presents for THE
GIVING TREE!! Please feel free to drop a few
coins into the Noisy Offering Cans each
Wednesday or Sunday during worship!!




2024 ELCA

Youth Gathering
MYLE

Young Adult Gathering

JULY 16-20, 2024

What is the ELCA Youth Gathering?

Every three years, thousands of high school youth
and their adult leaders from across the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America gather for a week of
faith formation and fellowship known as the ELCA
Youth Gathering. Through inspiring speakers,
conversations with partners, Bible study and being
immersed in the host city, young people will be
inspired, challenged and called to live out their
faith in their daily lives.

ARE YOU
INTERESTED?

Reach out to Adam Nelson!
763-486-5240 or
immanuelyfm@gmail.com




Toys for All
Toy Give-Away

Immanuel Lutheran Church
305 2™ Ave W Cresco

(The Church with the Clock)

Saturday, December 16™
9:00 am. - 1:00 p.m.

(For questions, call Cindy
719-237-6102)
(Families must NOT already be adopted by an-

other CARE or COMMUNITY ACTION adop-
tion program.

Donations collected by The Mint &
The Place of Protivin, Iowa and the
Drift Runners Organization ... We
Thank them for their support!!




Pastor Dan can continue into December -
Let us know of you need a time to talk!

GOFFEE
WITH=
PASTOR

Tuesdays - 7-8 p.m. @ Ox-n-Wren
Wednesday - 9-10 a.m. @ Pastor Office
Thursdays - 1-2:00 p.m. @ Pastors Office

Call the office (547-2108) to set up
an appointment!

IMPORIT
DA

Fri, Dec 1 - Christmas Trees Delivered to Immanuel
Sat, Dec 2 - 9:00 a.m. - Decorating Immanuel for the Holidays!
Thur, Dec 7 - 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. - Church Board and Council Meetings
Sun, Dec 10 - 4:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. - Living Nativity
(All should arrive by 3:30 p.m. to get into costumes)
Tues, Dec 12 - 4:30 - 6 p.m. (or run out of food) - Mobile Food Pantry
Wed, Dec 13 - 7 p.m. - Dress Rehearsal - Children’s Christmas Program
Thurs, Dec 14 - 2:00 p.m. - Mid Month Communion
Sat, Dec 16 - Christmas Toy Give-Away!! - Immanuel Community Room
Sat, Dec 16 - Christmas Cantata - 3 p.m. - Notre Dame
Sun, Dec 17 - Christmas Cantata - 9 a.m. “Angels of Christmas” - ILC
Wed, Dec 20 - 7:00 p.m - Children’s Christmas Program
Thur, Dec 21 - 7:00 p.m. - “Blue Christmas” - Immanuel
Sun, Dec 24 - 9:00 a.m. Worship Service
Sun, Dec 24 - 5:00 p.m - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Mon. Dec 25 - 9:00 a.m. - Christmas Morning - Lay Service/Hymn Sing
~ Pastor & Jen on Vacation Dec 25 - Dec 31 ~
Wed, Dec 27 - NO Wednesday Evening Events or Choir Practice
Sun, Dec 31 - Supply Pastor or Lay Service (TBD) - 9:00 a.m. worship



SUMMARY COUNCIL MINUTES - OCTOBER §, 2023

TREASURER’S REPORT: The September Treasurer’s Report: General Fund Ending
Balance -$1,799.93, Benevolence year to date sent to ELCA $10,278.87, Capital
Improvement $22,054.43, Checking Account balance $41,550.5, Savings Account
$103,563.12, ILC Miller Fund $290,358.12, Property Sales CD $19,049.58 and Alvin Som-
mer CD $12,049.58. Motion made by Dick Holten and seconded to receive the September
Treasurer’s report subject to audit. Motion carried.

PASTOR’S REPORT: Pastor Dan reported that Confirmation (aka Faith Formation)
has started. Adult education is being scheduled for Sunday nights starting Sunday October
22,2023, at 6:00-7:00 p.m. in the church basement. Study of the book of Mark. September
was spent doing a lot of hospital visits with church members. An attempt was made to contact
all members who appear on the shut-in list. Was not productive. Will restart the Mid-Month
Communion Service Thursday November 9 th . Coffee with Pastor Dan times are now
available each week during the months of October and November. Call the office to schedule
a time to chat with Pastor Dan as he gets to know his new congregation as well as an outlet
for anyone in need of one-on-one time with the Pastor. Rick Nance has expressed interest in
helping develop community gardens for individuals to grow their own food. Help would be
in the form of locating land, teaching gardening, gardening tools and sourcing starter plants
and plant seeds.

YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY DIRECTOR’S REPORT: GLOW and Faith For-
mation have had a successful start thus far. There are new faces, attendance 20-25 and classes
PreK to 6 th grade. Our theme for our GLOW lessons is based on Old Testament lessons.
The Noisy Offering that is collected on Wednesday nights will be going to the Giving Tree
Foundation in our area. UPCOMING EVENTS:

] GLOW/Faith Formation: October 11, 18, 25, November 1

) Youth Group: October 24, 6pm

1 Youth Gathering pre-trip meeting: October 24, 7pm

1 November 1: GLOW Halloween party
Confirmation will be Sunday October 29, 2023, Reformation Sunday: 5 Youth to be
confirmed. Motion by Adam Nelson and seconded to approve the Confirmation of the
following youth: Trenton Voyna, Mitchell Barnes, Jaxson Barnes, Austin Bina and Rebekah
Kappes. Motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORT:

Endowment/Memorial expenditures:

Motion by Al Voyna and seconded to approve Endowment/Memorial expenditures.

Motion carried.

Youth Protection Policy:

The Youth Protection Policy would address the protection of those who are vulnerable,

especially children and youth. Pastor Dan shared a written policy to be presented to a
local legal authority for review, the ELCA review and compliance with our insurance
coverage. With approval it will be instituted as Immanuel Lutheran Church Policy.



October Minutes Continued
BOARD REPORTS:

a. Stewardship and Finance: No Report.
b. Worship &amp; Music: Reformation Sunday October 29th . Confirmation Sunday October
29th .
All Saints Day November 12th . Update newspaper information.
c. Church Properties: Issues with boiler in parsonage. Lickteig mowing and snow removal
contract is up October 30th .
d. Evangelism &amp; Social Concerns: No report.
e. Youth Ministry: Looking to establish Luther League. ¢ //\ MEETING
f. Christian Education: No report. \\/ MINUTES
g. Parish Fellowship: No report.
h. Adult Ministry: No report.
ADJOURNMENT: At 8:45 motion by Scott Wiley to adjourn. The meeting closed with the
Lord’s Prayer. The next board and council meetings are Thursday November 2 nd starting at
6:30 pm with Board meetings and 7:00 pm Church Council meeting.
Gary Johnson, acting secretary
This is a summary of the minutes of the October meeting.
Full minutes will be available after formal approval by the council at the next meeting.
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Start Planning for the Upcoming Holidays!!

Rehearsal for the Christmas Cantata
has begun on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.
Immanuel Lutheran Church

We encourage anyone to participate.
The performance will be “Angels of Christmas™!
(Last performed this in 2018)
The December Performance Dates are:
Saturday, Dec 16th, 3:00 p.m. - Notre Dame Parish
Sunday, Dec 17th, 9:00 a.m. - Immanuel Lutheran

Please come join the community of singers for this always anticipated event!

Jg%l%?/lL For more details, contact Rick at 563-379-4781
olse |
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Treasurer's Report Summary

GENERAL FUND September Year to Date

Beginning Balance $21,169.50 $40,250.27| General Fund
General Fund Income $9,164.28 $103,633.18 Savings Account
Reimbursed Income -$465.89 $3,067.15 $103,653.12
Reimbursed Expenses -$16,956.36 -$19,105.89

Miscellaneous Income $2,665.53 $15,275.29 Parsonage
Miscellaneous Expenses $0.00 -$19,339.26 Rent 2023
Coffee Fellowship $102.50 $699.00 $4,800.00
General Fund Expenses -$4,602.63 -$49,765.76

General Executive Committee Expenses

(Payroll) -$12,876.86 -$76,648.91| ILC Miller Fund
GENERAL FUND -$1,799.93 -$1,934.93| Account Balance
Operating Loan $0.00 $0.000 $290,358.12
Savings income $0.00 $0.000 31-Aug-2023
Savings expense $0.00 $0.00

Debt Reduction Income / Fall Dinner $0.00 $135.00Prop Sales CD
Debt Reduction Exp /Op Loan / Savings /

Payment $0.00 $0.00 $19,049.58
General Fund Ending Balance -$1,799.93 -$1,799.93

Men's Breakfast A Sommer CD
Beginning Balance $456.05 $274.94  $12,649.46
Men's Breakfast Income $145.00 $1,363.00

Men's Breakfast Expense -$311.97 -$1,348.86

Ending Balance $289.08 $289.08

Hands of the Master

Beginning Balance $987.59 $987.59

Hands of the Master Income $0.00 $0.00

Hands of the Master Expense $0.00 $0.00

Ending Balance $987.59 $987.59
BENEVOLENCE FUND Sent to the ELCA
Beginning Balance $3,921.33 $2,680.000 September
Income $2,409.72 $18,155.16 $1,475.67
Expenses -$1,650.00 -$16,154.11 2023
Ending Balance $4,681.05 $4,681.05  $10,278.87
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND Pledged
Beginning Balance $29,073.90 $33,387.68  $15,500.00
Income $235.00 $2,497.50

Expenses -$7,254.47 -$13,830.75

Ending Balance $22,054.43 $22,054.43

Luther League Account

Beginning Balance $15,338.13 $14,132.13

'Youth Income $0.00 $1,206.00

Youth Expense $0.00 $0.00

Ending Balance $15,338.13 $15,338.13

Checking Account Balance $41,550.35 $41,550.35




Living Nativity at Immanuel Lutheran

Hosted by Immanuel
Performed by members of various local Churches

Sunday, December 10th ~ 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Immanuel Lutheran Parking Lot

Complete with LIVE ANIMALS!!
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Blue Christmas Service!!

Thursday, December 21st, 7:00 p.m.

On December 21st, the longest night of the year, we
will offer a special “Blue Christmas” service with
comforting prayers, music & more! We understand
that not everyone enjoys the holidays this time of
year. Some are navigating grief or self imposed
stress as they learn to live in a “new normal” or meet
: the multitude of obhgatlons during this challenging

~time of year. This service is designed for you!! s




The Immanuel Fall Dinner Committee is hosting a

Quilt Raffle

as a continuation of the Fall Dinner activities.
Stop 1n and see the beautiful pieces made and donated
by members of our Congregation!

Pictures will also be available on Facebook!

Tickets are $5 each of 5 for $20!!
See the office for yours!!

Raffle will go through Mid December!!
Get your tickets today!!
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KIDZ KORNER

Favorite
Christmas Songs

3

4

Down
y Bells
2. Wonderland

3. Rockin' Around the Christmas
Santa Claus
7. Have Yourself a Merry Little

4. | Saw Mommy

8. I'll be for Christmas

10. the Red Nosed Reindeer

11. Little Saint
12. Santa Claus is Comin' to
14. Frosty the

Susan Hardin © 2013

LA RN

Across
5. Grandma Got Ran Over by a

6. Let it

9. Little Boy
11. Silent

13. the Halls
14. Here comes

15. Jingle Rock
16.Uponthe

17. Hark! The Herald oz SING

art: JWDeSngns/ Jean w150n

Claus
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Radio Broadcast Sponsorship!
December 2023 & January 2024

Dec 3,2023 In loving memory of parents Ed & Elsie Moldenhauer and Forrest & Grace Strike. Sponsored
today by Eldon & Janice Strike and family.

Dec 10, 2023 In loving memory of Adam Samec. Adam’s birthday is December 8th, 1980 and he passed
away on April 11, 2001. Sponsored today by his mother Vicky Reicks and family.

Dec 17,2023 In loving memory of Don Davis. Don was born on August 2,1942 & passed away on December
22,2013 by Mae Davis and the Davis and Bergan families.

Dec 24, 2023 In appreciation of the warm welcome & hospitality conveyed by the people of the South Dakota
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation to the visitors from Cresco and Immanuel Lutheran.

Dec 31, 2023 In loving memory of Dawn (Davis) Meyer. Dawn was born on December 31, 1974 and passed
away on June 25, 2007. Sponsored by her mother Sue Easler and the entire family.

Jan 7,2024  In loving memory of Wayne Ollendieck. Wayne was born on January 8, 1947 & passed away
February 27, 2018. Sponsored today by his wife, Sharon, his children and his grandchildren.

Jan 14, 2024 In loving memory of Diane Berg in honor of her birthday on January 19th. Sponsored by her
husband Dave Berg and the entire Berg Family.

Jan 21,2024 In loving memory of Yvonne Franks. Yvonne was born on April 30, 1936 and passed away on
February 20, 2021. Sponsored today by her husband Richard & the entire Franks family.

Jan 28,2024 OPEN & Available for Sponsorship!
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MAJN CHOIR!!
“Making a Joyful Noise” is what the MAJN singers are all about: MAKE A
Every Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. is MAJN Choir Practice under the QYFML
direction of Rick Nance. This Choir performs at Church Services ) olSé
throughout the Calendar Year. Cantata Practice follows at 6:30 p.m. TO THE <
each Wednesday until December 17th! Please come out and join us LORD

for the fun, powerful and enriching time spent in musical partnership.
YOUTH & WORSHIP BAND!!

Very excited that we have interested YOUTH, enthusiasm, and talent & now
we are putting together the instruments. If you know of
any guitars, drums, or other resources to assist us build
back our Youth Worship Band, please let us know! We
are always looking for adult and youth still interested in
participating.

Practices will begin SOON!! More information to come!



FROM THE Altar Guild: Volunteers are needed for children’s busy bags,
CHURCH

MOUSE filling alter candles, alter linens, and pew cards. Please see
the office if you are interested in any of these opportunities!

Thanks!

Adult Education News
The 7:45 a.m. Sunday Morning Adult Study group continues to meet for coffee,
treats and great discussions. In October they will continue to watch and discuss
episodes of “The Chosen”. You'll find them in the conference room (across from the
office). All are welcome to attend and join us at any time.

Sunday Evening Adult Bible Study
Pastor Dan leads a bible study on Sunday nights from 6-7 p.m.. Following the Gospel of Mark,
together we learn through the eyes & presentation by Pastor Dan and the discussion
of those around us! All are invited to participate at any time!!

Prayers of Healing, Comfort and Guidance
Brad McCarroll, SueAnn Ferrie, Sammy Evenson, Stacey Anderson, Sarah Lienhard,
Ron Herbison, Roger Rodden, Kat Zachary, Sandra Peter, Pastor Allen Vik, Jan Vik, Dick Franks,
Kenny Hebrink, Charlotte Hebrink, Chuck Curtis, Audrey Grinhaug, Judy Schmauss, Kirk Aberg,
Jim Aberg, Mike Henry, Mike Mclntyre, Bill Kosters, Jennifer Klein & Josh Wagner

Loved Ones Serving Our Country
For all our service men & women serving our Country
(Families ... please let the office know of your family member who is currently serving
to be listed here by name) Thanks!

IO &é/uf, Friends & Family in Assisted Living
“Pray JoAnne Kratz & Perry Blaser

Friends & Family in Care Centers or RHSHC
Everett Schacht, Sandy Peter, Chuck Curtis, Dick Franks

Joy Visits (Home Communion)

If you or someone you know would like a visit to your home or would like to receive
home communion, please let the office know and we will add you to our JOY VISIT list.
If you would like to be a JOY VISITOR, please let us know!

The office is 563/547-2108

December & January Mid Month Communion
Looking for assistance to provide RIDES to our homebound folks to allow them to worship
on the second Thursday of each month! December 14th & January 11th at 2:00 p.m. Mid month will
be held in the Community Room, refreshments provided. Anyone is welcome to attend!
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